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FREEDOM FOR EVERYONE 

ONE IN CHRIST JESUS 

Andy How 

Verses from 
passage 

GALATIANS 3:15-29 

Key 
Passages 

Galatians 3:15-29 
Galatians 5:13 & 16 
Ephesians 4:1-6 & 5:21 
Colossians 3:12-17 
John 17:20-24 

Main Points RECAP: before Lent, Ste finished at ch. 3.14, so we’re picking up today 
at 3.15-29. 

Galatians tackles a problem that threatens to split the young church in 
two. The Jews see compliance with the Mosaic Law as the way into 
God’s promised blessing. Non-Jews have hugely different religious, 
political, social and moral backgrounds and no special exemption from 
Emperor worship. Some leading Jews start teaching everyone must 
become Jews to join the new family of Jesus followers. 

3:15-25 Paul tracks the Faith back to Abraham, over four hundred years 
prior to the Law of Moses and two thousand years before Christ. 

SUMMARY: the foundation of the Faith, for Jews and Everyone else, is 
the promise of God’s blessing to Abraham*. This promise is Christ, who 
shows exactly how God wants us to live, then dies the death we deserve 
for not living God’s way. By believing, being baptized in the Spirit and, 
symbolically, in water, EVERYONE receives God’s blessing on the 
same terms. 

*Genesis 12:1-3; 15:6-9; 22:15-18) 

3:26-29: CHILDREN OF GOD: ONE FAMILY 

Paul now calls Jesus-followers CHILDREN v. 26 and so, heirs. God’s 
promise is an inheritance for Everyone who has faith in Christ. We are 
family. The new people of God. The eternal church universal. One body 
... the body of Christ. This is the covenant blessing of God which means 
intimate relationship with Him and with fellow-believers. Faith is the 
foundation and places us all on the same level. 



3:28-29: There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor 
is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 

So, Jewish Jesus-followers and Gentile Jesus-followers are united. So 
are free-persons and slaves, male and female. Joined in Christ. 
EVERYONE is received by faith in Christ and baptism into one Spirit. 

We share the same Dad … in relationship with him and each other, 
accepting one another, bearing with one another, forgiving one another. 
Ephesians 4:1-6 & Colossians 3:12-17. It’s not about social, political, 
cultural change. It’s about accepting each other despite social, political, 
and cultural differences. YES, when the church is strong society, 
politics, culture and morality do change; the Kingdom of God comes to 
earth in this way. But it’s about relationship, it’s about Faith not ‘Law’*. 
Always. 

Tragically, there are multiple divisions, across the worldwide church and 
local churches, over things that probably don’t matter at all to God. 
Why? Because we have a tendency it to revert to ‘Law’* rather than to 
live in the Spirit. And living in the Spirit is not about past experiences, it’s 
about a daily walk, a living relationship with God and the family of God. 
It's about daily devotion, living prayer, ‘bearing with,’ saying sorry, 
forgiving, supporting the weak, crossing human boundaries. Paul says 
LIVE/KEEP IN STEP WITH THE SPIRIT. Gal 5:16. In 5:13:  SERVE 
ONE ANOTHER HUMBLY IN LOVE in Ephesians 5:21: SUBMIT TO 
ONE ANOTHER OUT OF REVERENCE FOR CHRIST … 

*By ‘Law’ here, I mean our own local rules, traditions, customs etc   

FINAL CHALLENGE 

The Christian life is not about depending on past experiences. It’s about 
a daily living in relationship with God through Christ, in the Spirit. When 
we do this within the church community, like burning embers in a fire, we 
set light to each other. When communities of God’s people are alive in 
the Spirit, the fire spreads. This is how to Glorify God and extend his 
Kingdom on earth. 

John 17:20-24 



Discussion 
questions 

1.    Share together to ensure you are all clear about the threat of 
division in the young church and how Paul deals with it. 

2.    What divisions are you aware of in the worldwide and local 
church today? Discuss causes of these divisions. Do any of 
these matter more to us than they do to God? 

3.    How representative of the population of Newbury is Glendale 
church? Can you identify practices which might be more 
important to us than to God? Can you identify non-essential 
practices, customs and/or rules which could be barriers to other 
Jesus-followers feeling welcome? 

4.    What behaviours are essential if large families are to remain in 
close relationship? How does this apply to the church? Check 
out some of the ‘Key passages’ given above. 

5.    Read John 17:20-24 and give time for reflection and prayer. 

This week  Give time to reflecting on practices in Glendale church which have the 
potential to divide us from i. Christians outside Glendale; Christians in 
Glendale. Do these things matter to God? You might bring these back to 
your Life Group and/or share anything arising from your reflection with 
Glendale leaders.  

 


