
25th September 2002  ACT JUSTLY, LOVE MERCY, WALK HUMBLY 
INTRODUCTION 

 

Key Passages Micah 6 
Zechariah 9:9-11; 12:10; 13:1 
Revelation 22:16-17  

Main Points Much of our world seems to be in chaos. So it was at the time the Minor 
prophets wrote. 

WHO ARE THE MINOR PROPHETS? 

A prophet is someone who delivers a verbal message for someone else.  

The Hebrew Bible contains a scroll called THE TWELVE about the same size 
as Isaiah, so the twelve prophecies that make it up are called THE LESSER or 
MINOR PROPHETS, because their individual writings are shorter than those 
of the other written prophets.  

Our Old Testament ends with The Twelve in as separate books. They cover 
approximately 400 years, including the periods of the Assyrian, Babylonian 
and Persian empires and the captivities of, first, the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel and second, the Southern Kingdom of Judah. We’ll find out more 
about this as we go through each prophecy. 

READ:  Micah 6  

THE PROPHETIC ROLE OR MINISTRY  

• The Prophets exposed the sin of God’s people. Sin against God (e.g. 
worship of other gods, idolatry, Sabbath breaking) and against each 
other (e.g. injustice, mistreatment and exploitation of the poor, 
lending at high interest rates, sexual immorality, unfaithfulness, 
violence). All this was against the partnership agreement (Covenant) 
God made with His people. 

• The Prophets urged God’s people to repent, to turn around and 
return to keeping their side of the Covenant, their partnership 
agreement with God. For His part God had saved His people from 
slavery so that in partnership with Him they would establish His 
Kingdom and rule on earth. That’s why God has saved us through 
Christ.  

• The prophets warned of judgement. God is Love and God is good.  
We read the prophets through the lens of Jesus and the cross. Two 
things. 1. When God punishes it always comes from His righteous 
justice and love. Injustice is never loving. 2. When bad things 
happen as a natural result of people’s sin, the Prophets call it God’s 
judgement. All God’s commandments are given for human well-
being. Going against them leads to problems, to break down. 

• The prophets always held out hope: God’s love, God’s grace, God’s 
mercy. They anticipated the coming of Messiah, the Redeemer who 



would bring order out of chaos. See Zechariah for example: 9:9-11. 
12:10, 13:1. 

WHY CONSIDER THE MINOR PROPHETS TODAY? 

They explain the chaos we see in our world today from a God perspective in 
exactly the way they did around 2,500 years ago:  

• They expose sin; 
• They point to God’s love and grace we see in the Gospel. They 

encourage us: 
i. to repent, to turn around and live Gospel lives in partnership 

with God.  
ii. to do all we can to extend God’s Kingdom on earth, to 

REACH out with the Gospel of Christ to a needy world; to 
HEAL broken lives through the Gospel; to PREPARE 
ourselves and others to serve God and others, looking back 
to the perfect life and world saving death and resurrection 
of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

• They warn of judgement … the judgment of God that comes 
naturally when we reject God and His ways, seen in the chaos that 
follows from living as if there is no God …  

• They declare Hope … hope of the first and second coming of 
Messiah who will finally put everything right, setting up His eternal 
Kingdom rule. 

Revelation 22:16-17 

Discussion questions 1. Do you agree that our world is in a rather chaotic state? Give examples. 
2. In what two ways do the prophets speak about the judgement of God? 
3. Discuss the idea of natural justice. Give examples of ways in which our 

world is currently suffering as a direct result of human failure. Can you 
see that the prophets referred to this as God’s judgement although God 
wasn’t intervening directly in people’s lives at all? (remember, few 
people accepted the Prophets’ views; many were cruelly persecuted).  

4. Covenant means partnership. In Christ, God has given Himself as a 
sacrifice to deal with our failure and bring us into partnership with 
himself. What does God ask of us to play in our partnership with Him? 
See Romans 12.1-2ff 

This week Reflect on Glendale’s purpose and mission and how you can play your part 
in fulfilling it in your everyday life … 

To do all we can to extend God’s Kingdom on earth. Reach … Heal … 
Prepare. 

 


